
Your donations spark independence  

How iPads are changing  

the future for the blind  

Summer-Fall 2014 

Y ou may think of them as fun or frivolous, but 

for the blind and visually impaired, an iPad is 

a critical tool for improving independence and 

productivity.   ABVI clients who take our iPad class 

learn to use the device to communicate through 

email, to read, pay bills, get directions and so 

much more.  

 

These easy-to-carry tablets allow individuals to  

essentially ‘see’ what they are doing! There are 

apps that help our clients determine what  

denomination of money they have in their hand, 

what color shirt they’re putting on and what 

they’re buying at the grocery store.   

 

After passing a five-week course, our clients can  

purchase an iPad at half price with the other half 

of the payment coming from you, our generous 

donors. For more information on how you can 

help this iPad for independence program, please 

visit our website at abvisc.org.  

Our Focus  

Above Left: Executive Director, Mary Morrison in ABVI iPad Class  

Guide Dog Abby 

talks Yoga 

My fine coordination and 

svelte figure are due to 

yoga classes here at ABVI.  

I’ve already mastered the 

downward facing dog!  

Learn more about the 

benefits of our yoga  

classes on our website,  

ABVISC.org. 



Your donations at work: 

 

iPad Classes: Sparking 

independence     
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Hello Abby: Your favorite guide 

dog relaxes after yoga 
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Donations Save Fishing Trip  
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Meet Henry: A toy and story by 

a talented ABVI art student. 

   Page 3 

 

New Collaboration helps your 

donations stretch farther 
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Volunteers Inspire at ABVI  

Card Party 
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ABVI Golf Tournament:  

Date set for October 23rd  
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Our Focus...  

Will this be the last year? 

Thanks to Charleston Angler, our clients 

spent a day on the water! 

I want to thank each of 

you heartily for allowing 

me to be a part of such a 

wonderful group.  

 

–Mary, ABVI Client 
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I f you love to fish, then you love the smell of the water, the feel of the fish, the sound 

of the boat’s gentle motor and the exhilaration of the first catch of the day!  Now 

just imagine what that same experience is like for the clients of the Association for the 

Blind and Visually Impaired!  They've just returned from one of their favorite weekends 

of the year, the Santee Lions Club fishing trip assisted by the folks at Charleston  

Angler.  Our clients go out-of-town for a night, meet other members of the state's blind 

community and enjoy a fun adventure.  This year's ever popular trip, May 16th and 

17th, filled up in two days.  Yet it almost didn't happen.   
 

The bus company that always helped us went under, and quotes from other  

transportation companies were quadruple our budget.  It was only thanks to your extra 

generous donations that our clients were able to enjoy one of the highlights of their 

year.  We simply will need more donations to keep these wonderful fishing trips on the 

calendar as an annual event so that our clients can anticipate going without worrying 

that they won't happen.  If you feel these outings are as important as we do, please 

attach a note directing your next donation, and we'll do our utmost to continue this  

tradition.   

ABVI’s Robert Holmes (not pictured) won Biggest Catch and said he "did it for Charleston."  



ABVI’s overreaching goal is to help the blind, visually impaired and other individuals needing vision care to become more independent, more  

productive, less isolated and more self assured.  This can be challenging in the best of cases, but for those who are uninsured or underinsured, 

it’s far more difficult.  Now we’re getting help!   

 

Your Association for the Blind and Visually Impaired is collaborating with ECCO and Access Health Tricounty Network to make an even greater 

impact on the lives of individuals with real need in Charleston, Berkeley and Dorchester counties.  Those who sign up for our clinics now do so 

through one of these other agencies.  This will give patients access to other medical necessities and ascertain their needs more accurately, and 

it will make our donations and grant dollars go farther to help more people.   

 

We want to thank the groups who have helped make this program  

financially possible:  

 

The Bakker Family Fund: a fund of Coastal  

 Community Foundation of SC 

The City of Charleston 

Grace Episcopal Church 

The Joanna Foundation 

The Ladies Benevolent Society   

The Open Grants Program: a fund of Coastal 

 Community Foundation of SC 

Plum Creek Foundation 

 

We also want to thank all of our individual donors! Thank you!  

 

For those who can’t afford eye exams... 

A New Collaboration Helps Prevents Blindness  

Meet Henry  
A toy and a story by an ABVI art student 

M eet “Henry the Proud Lion.”  “Henry” was first crafted for his 

grandson by Carl, an ABVI client and art student.  But thanks to 

Carl’s talent and imagination, Henry took on a life of his own.   

 

Carl’s work in creating Henry inspired him to write the story “Henry the 

Proud Lion,” a tale that transformed Henry from a mere toy into a  

symbol for hope and happiness.  In the story, Henry’s father passes away 

leaving young Henry alone to care for his mother and younger siblings.  

Henry soon learns new ways to bring joy to his struggling family  

despite their difficult circumstances.   

 

Carl’s story rings true for many of our clients dealing with their own 

hardships who strive to find joy through different outlets including ABVI’s 

art and art therapy classes.  These classes give our clients a way to  

express themselves emotionally through their own creativity, and these 

classes are great opportunities for them to spend time learning and 

laughing with others who are in similar circumstances.  Companionship 

leads to supporting and encouraging one another, and that’s a great way 

to grow, learn and to get closer to personal happiness.  Thank you for 

making this possible. 

Dr. Carly Oslin performing an eye exam for a clinic patient.   



Learn more about ABVI on our website! 
ABVISC.org 

ABVI 1st Annual Charity Golf Classic  

 

J oin us at Patriots Point Thursday, October 23rd for our 1st  

annual golf tournament!   We will have a great day of golf with 

great prizes for hole-in-one, closest to the pen, longest drive and 

overall tournament winners.  
 

Immediately after the tournament we’ll have an awards dinner  

featuring mouth-watering BBQ, refreshing drinks, live music and 

auction items.   
 

Tournament and ticket information is available on our website,  

abvisc.org, or contact Courtney Parades Plotner directly with any 

questions: cparades@abvisc.org or 843.410.1056. 

 

 

Thanks to our Valentine’s Card Party 
players and volunteers. 

Pictured (L to R): Eva Ravenel, Lucy Maguire and Beverly Gumb 

Loraine DeNicola, Mary Morrison, Berta Freeman and Susan Lucas 

One Carriage Lane. Building A. Charleston. SC. 29407 
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