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Why We Focus on Children 

One in Five Have Serious Eye Conditions 

Our Focus  

Left: Dr. Amber Sturges examines a young girl’s eyes.  Right: Optician Donnie Anderson fits a student for glasses.  

G laucoma and cataracts are diseases usually  

associated with adults.  They are not conditions you 

would normally worry about in your children.  Especially 

three and four-year-olds.   

 

However, in our Focus on Children program, we found 

both.   

 

In fact, during our program this year, 22% of the children 

who received  in-school eye exams were referred to doc-

tors for more serious eye conditions! These conditions not 

only included glaucoma and cataracts, but myopia 

(extreme nearsightedness), hyperopia (extreme farsight-

edness) and eye turns just to name a few.   

 

The good news is that conditions like these are treatable  

if caught at a young age, so one of the primary goals of 

Focus on Children is finding these disorders quickly enough 

to prevent any unnecessary blindness or vision loss.    

Early eye testing for all children is critical. 

 

Another objective is equal learning opportunities.   

Learning is extremely visual at this age, and sometimes 

the help needed is as simple as a pair of glasses. Our goal 

is to prevent a child from falling behind in school simply 

because he or she is suffering from a correctable eye  

condition.    

 

In our 2014-2015 program we screened 1,571 three and 

four-year-old children in 23 Charleston County Title 1 

schools.  Children who were referred were given the  

opportunity to have a free in-school eye exam and free 

glasses when necessary.  Parents were given information 

on any necessary follow-up care.    

 

Our program’s success is attributed to our generous  

grantors, donors, community doctors and volunteers.  

Thank you!  
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Our Focus...  

I f you suddenly went blind—what would be the two most important things you’d 

want to accomplish to regain control of your life?   We suggest Orientation and 

Mobility (O&M).  You’d want to be able to orient yourself and move about with 

self-assurance.  You’d want the confidence to move around your house, cross the 

street and navigate a grocery store.   And later, you’d want to perfect social skills 

such as shaking hands and looking at someone during a conversation even though 

you could not see them.   

 

Thanks to your donations the Association has created an O&M program.   This  

program helps with safe daily living and provides our clients with a step towards 

becoming gainfully employed and self-sufficient.  Three of our potential job seek-

ing clients with varying vision, abilities and needs were chosen to participate in the 

first round of training.  The clients meet with specialist Lori Mulder for four hours 

each week to learn the necessary proficiencies they need to meet their individual 

goals for independence.    

 

Once a client has completed O&M training, they will have the skills to safely and 

confidently travel in any environment . 

 

Lori has been working with the visually impaired for over 30 years and has masters 

degrees in rehabilitation therapy, O&M and low vision therapy.   

 

Taking Steps to Independence 

Orientation & Mobility Training at ABVI ABVI is a safe place for me 

to be myself and explore 

new possibilities for an 

independent life. – ABVI 

Client 
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Left: Rebecca Veeck practicing curb safety.  Right: May Saxby preparing to cross the street.   



T hank you to everyone who sponsored, donated, attended and participated in our Charity Golf Classic!  Proceeds 

from the tournament went towards ABVI client classes which promote independence, coping and wellness.   

 

A special thank you to our presenting sponsor, Stifel—Bulldog Investment Consulting!   

On January 20th, guests gathered at Grill 225 for  

an amazing three-course meal and live auction  

benefiting ABVI.   

 

And there was a twist… Guests were asked to don  

a blindfold for the main course to experience dining 

in the dark.  Taking away sight gave guests a glimpse 

into the life of our clients as they quickly learned the 

challenges of enjoying a meal without being able to 

see what they were eating.  Even something as  

simple as cutting a steak was an exceptional feat!     

 

The loss of sight also intensified guests’ other senses creating a unique culinary  

experience.  Food writer and critic Hanna Raskin, from Noir’s presenting sponsor The 

Post and Courier, encouraged attendees to taste their food with their other four senses.    

 

The excitement of the evening continued when Steven Wagenlander from The Post and 

Courier auctioned off trips to Costa Rica and St. Thomas as well as packages for inshore 

fishing, shopping, cooking, fitness and more.   

 

Guests left in high spirits after having the opportunity to experience blind dining for  

an amazing cause.  It was a festive, beneficial and educational evening for all.   

 

ABVI’s Golf Tournament - A Huge Success! 

Noir 

a blind dining experience  

Winners of 2014 Charity Golf Classic (L to R):  

Shannon Miller, Anthony Schaefer, Jonathan 

Virtuoso and Tyler Thrasher.   

Tim Valluzzo, Phil Amrhein, Gerald 

Thomas and Steve Harry nearing the 

green. 

Barre Butler of Stifel-Bulldog Investment 

Consulting out on the course.    

Top: Fleetwood and Elizabeth Hassell enjoying dining blind. Above: Steven Wagenlander. 



Sign up for our emails to get 
more information about ABVI.   

ABVISC.org 

 

Card Party  

Monti Hanger, Lavinia Howell, Barbara Connell and Therese Smythe  

Kay Woelfel, Berta Freeman, Charlotte Williams and Sarah Jordan 

One Carriage Lane. Building A. Charleston. SC. 29407 

Return Service Requested 

Hello Friends!  

 

As a working dog, I do a lot 

of—well—working.  But don’t 

believe the rumors that guide 

dogs never have fun.  At home 

I’m usually free to play with 

my toys, chew my bone and 

cuddle with my owner. 

 

I also enjoy playtime with  

other dogs.  Lots of guide 

dogs have a second dog in the home, and there are definitely 

times when we are off work and able to hang out with other 

guide dog and non-guide dog pals.   

 

Of course, while we are working our job is very important to 

the safety of our handler and team.  But when we are on  

a break we are as silly and social as any other dog.  So don’t 

worry about us having time to play.  We love our time to just 

be a dog!     

          - Abby  

 


