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Free Vision Screenings Provided to More Than 1,500 Charleston County Students 

City of Charleston Supports Association of the Blind & Visually Impaired – 
Charleston’s Focus on Children Program  

 
Charleston, SC – Association for the Blind & Visually Impaired – Charleston (ABVI) is nearing the end of 
its Focus on Children program for the 2017-18 school year. The program provides free vision screenings, 
comprehensive eye exams, prescription glasses and referrals to 22 Charleston County schools, 21 of 
which are Title I.  
 
To date for the 2017-18 school year, we have provided over 1,500 vision screenings. From the 
screenings, more than 200 children received eye exams with an eye doctor, more than 140 received free 
prescription glasses and 45 children had to be referred for additional care that glasses alone could not 
fix.  
 
The cost for each clinic is close to $4,000. This year, the City of Charleston provided a grant through its 
Community Assistance Fund to cover the vision clinic at Mitchell Elementary.  
 
“For the 2017-18 school year, we have really seen the community come together to support the vision 
needs of our youngest children,” said Courtney Plotner, Executive Director for Association for the Blind 
& Visually Impaired - Charleston. “80% of a child’s learning is visual, and when a vision impairment goes 
undiagnosed it can significantly interrupt the child’s educational career. We are so grateful that the City 
of Charleston, and all of our funders, recognize the critical need for vision screenings and eye exams for 
students who otherwise may not receive them.”  
 
The children who are seen through Focus on Children are preschool-aged, and are mostly Head Start and 
Child Development students. Screening children at this age allows eye doctors to catch and address 
vision impairments before permanent damage or interruption in the child’s educational career occurs. 
 
Though the initial vision screenings and comprehensive eye exams at the 22 Charleston County schools 
have been completed, Focus on Children does not officially come to a close until the Spring of 2018. 
ABVI uses the next few months to ensure that referred children receive the additional optical care they 
need, and there is time to make any needed adjustments to prescription glasses.  
 
For more information on the Focus on Children program, please visit http://www.abvisc.org/who-we-
are/.  
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For more information on the City of Charleston Community Assistance grants, please visit 
https://www.charlestoncounty.org/departments/community-development/PY18-RFA.php. Applications 
for the program year 2018 will not be released until closer to the end of the year.  
 
About Association for the Blind and Visually Impaired – Charleston  
 
The Association for the Blind and Visually Impaired – Charleston’s mission is to empower individuals 
with blindness and visual impairment to lead safe, dignified, independent and rewarding lives and to 
prevent vision loss for adults in Berkeley, Charleston and Dorchester Counties and children in Charleston 
County Title I schools. Founded in 1936, we have been serving the Tri-County area for over 80 years. We 
have three main programs supporting our mission: Focus on Adults, Focus on Children and Own Your 
Life. Focus on Adults and Focus on Children are preventative programs aimed at catching vision 
impairment in the early stages and restoring vision when possible. Own Your Life is geared towards 
helping our blind and visually impaired clients attain independence in their personal and professional 
lives. In addition, we provide guide dog scholarships for our clients as well as opportunities for social 
engagement. 
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