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Association for the Blind & Visually Impaired Charleston 

wins South Carolina Award for Nonprofit Excellence 

 

Columbia, S.C. – During South Carolina’s 2017 Nonprofit Summit held at the Columbia 

Marriott this week, the Association for the Blind & Visually Impaired Charleston was 

recognized with South Carolina’s Award for Nonprofit Excellence., sponsored 

by Blackbaud, and presented by Together SC, formerly SC Association of Nonprofit 

Organizations. 

Courtney Plotner, executive director of the Charleston-based nonprofit, was presented 

the award by Janet Martini, executive director of Keystone Substance Abuse in Rock 

Hill, last year's recipient. 

"We could not be more excited and honored to win this award," said Plotner when 

informed about being selected. "The mentors were amazing and the process itself was 

so rewarding." 

"It is so incredible to be honored for doing the work we love." 

The Association for the Blind & Visually Impaired Charleston is celebrating its 80th year 

as an organization dedicated to improving the quality of life for people who are visually 

impaired by providing services, programs and advocacy to promote independence and 

self-sufficiency as well as help individuals’ participate fully in their communities. Their 

programs provide vision clinics for children in Title-I schools and vision clinics for 

uninsured or underinsured adults in the Charleston Tri-County area. 

- more - 

http://summit.scanpo.org/
http://www.abvisc.org/
http://www.blackbaud.com/
http://www.togethersc.org/general/custom.asp?page=keystoneexcellence
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Assoc. for Blind Award 

“We had several very strong candidates, but what stood out to the committee was the 

understanding that excellence is a continuous process with the Association for the 

Blind,” said Derek Lewis, Together SC board member. Lewis serves as the award 

committee chair and is the executive director of Greenville First Steps whose 

organization received the award in 2014. 

“There were so many places where the Association for the Blind excels — governance, 

clearly defining the roles of staff and board, responsible fundraising best practices — 

but their commitment to consistently seek ways to continually improve stood out to our 

team.” 

Together SC goes through an intensive selection process to identify a member who 

demonstrates nonprofit excellence within the state. The recipient is selected by a 

committee and announced during the annual gathering each year in front of hundreds of 

nonprofit peers. 

Download High-Res Photo - Pictured: Center with award is Courtney Plotner with 

members of the Together SC Awards Committee during the 2017 Nonprofit Summit in 

Columbia. 

ABOUT TOGETHER SC 

Together SC is South Carolina’s only organization focused solely on supporting and 

strengthening the state’s nonprofit community through education, advocacy, 

communications, collaboration and leadership. The organization is comprised of 800+ 

members representing nonprofit organizations, business partners, associations, 

foundations, government agencies and academic institutions. Connect with Together 

SC on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Google+ and LinkedIn. 
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http://greenvillefirststeps.org/
http://c.ymcdn.com/sites/www.togethersc.org/resource/resmgr/images/assoc-blind-excellence-HR.JPG
https://www.facebook.com/TogetherSC/
https://twitter.com/TogetherSC
https://www.instagram.com/togethersc/
https://plus.google.com/+TogetherSC
https://www.linkedin.com/company/245401

