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APPROVED MINUTES 

Board of Directors’ Meeting 

Monday, September 21, 2015 

12 p.m. at 69 Barre Street, Charleston, SC 29401 

 

PRESENT 

Capers Grimball    Callie Smith    Mary Morrison 

Jules Anderson    Cindi Solomon    Deborah Ross    

Fleetwood Hassell   Amber Sturges Fenton   Brooks Harken 

Clay Hershey    Allison Burke Thompson   

Tricia Leyte-Vidal    

              

ABSENT 

Cynthia Alston Bell   David O’Day 

Carol Clement    George Smythe 

Doug Hazelton    Mike Zolman 

James Hill (conference call failed) 

      

PROCEEDINGS 

The Meeting was called to order at 12:02 p.m. by Board President, Capers Grimball.  The minutes from June 15, 2015 were approved. 

There was a quorum present for the meeting.   

 

President’s Report        Capers Grimball 

Roundtable introduction of meeting attendees including a big welcome for our new board members: James Hill, Tricia Leyte-Vidal, 

Callie Smith and Allison Burke Thompson.  Mrs. Grimball encouraged the board to volunteer and spoke briefly about the volunteer 

opportunities.  She reported that ABVI has met with Seattle Lighthouse for the Blind who are in the process of opening a business in 

Charleston.  The board encouraged ABVI staff to schedule a trip to Seattle to learn more about their operations.  

 

Investment Committee Report       Clay Hershey 

Mr. Hershey gave a brief overview of our investment policy.  He also briefly reviewed the investment accounts as of 9/16/15.  The 

portfolio stands at $5.856 million.  The portfolio is down due to current market conditions and a change in the portfolio mix as specified 

in our January 2014 Investment Policy Statement.   

 

Treasurer’s Report        Mary Morrison 

Mr. Hassell reported that we have $105K in grants outstanding due to the exceptional leadership of the development team.  He then turned 

the Treasurer’s report over to Mrs. Morrison.  She presented the Combined Financial Statement for the period ending August 31, 2015 for 

the operating and investment companies.    

 

Programming and Marketing Committee Report     Brooks Harken 

Ms. Harken reported that our new Own Your Life program began in July with 2 tracks: Personal Enrichment Program (PEP) and 

Employee Development Program (EDP). She stated that we have 3 full-time and 3 part-time clients enrolled in EDP and 141 clients in the 

PEP program.  
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Advancement Committee Report       Brooks Harken 

Ms. Harken reminded the board that our Noir event is January 21, 2016 at Cannon Green, an exciting new venue, and she said she thought 

the tickets will go quickly.  The Advancement Committee is also holding a meet and greet at The Mills House on October 22nd after work. 

 

Executive Director Report       Mary Morrison  

Mrs. Morrison reported that the audit is complete.  A motion from the floor to approve the auditor’s report and Financial Statements for 

Year Ended June 30, 2015 was unanimously approved. Mrs. Morrison also told the board that she enjoyed working with Mr. Ben Newton, 

CPA and hopes that we can engage his services in the future. 

 

We also have a new O&M instructor, Kathy Lawrence.  Terry Smeltzer, also one of our O&M instructors, will be focusing on assessing 

students in our Daily Living Skills class. 

 

New Business 

 

Mrs. Morrison stated that the 2015 Annual Report is near completion and will be at the printer in October with a November distribution 

date. 

 

Board Handouts (Duties and Responsibilities, Board Member Agreement and Duality of Interest Statement) were distributed and the 

board was asked to complete them before meeting’s end. 

 

Mrs. Ross reported that we are hosting a fishing trip to James Island County Park for our clients on Thursday, October 14, 2015 from 

10:00 to 3:00. 

 

Old Business 

 

Ms. Harken said that to date ABVI has screened 12 of the 22 schools and eye exams are scheduled to begin Oct. 19th and asked for 

volunteers at our morning school screenings. 

 

Mrs. Ross reported that the Guide Dog Committee has been formed with Allison Burke Thompson as committee chair and members: 

Capers Grimball, Mary Morrison, Elizabeth Hassell, Dr. Richard Cutler, DVM and Deborah Ross. Their first meeting will be October 6, 

2015. 

 

Ms. Amy Harris gave an overview of the current status of Own Your Life EDP Program and a brief update on the progress which students 

have made thus far in computer class.  All students are able to start/shut down their computers, load the current manual which they are 

working on, read/follow the instructions given in the lesson which they are completing, and take/pass both the vocabulary quiz, as well as 

the exercise provided at the end of each lesson.  Students are using Bluetooth keyboards alongside iPads to take class notes, which 

increases their typing speed, as well as provides them a way to study from home.  Ms. Harris noted that typing speed for all students is 

increasing significantly, and that one of the students is almost at the required typing speed for the course. 

Mrs. Morrison said she had nothing further to report. 

 

The Meeting adjourned at 1:09 p.m.   

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Deborah Ross, Director of Administration 

Next Meeting: November 16, 2016 at noon, 69 Barre Street 


