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Our Focus 

Kingston, a student at Charleston Progressive Academy.  

ABVI’s Annual Newsletter  

Focus on Children  

more than 1,500 Children  

For young children, 80% of learning is      
visual. If a child is struggling to see, they 
can quickly fall behind in school. For     
Kingston, one of the 1,579 preschool-aged 
students we saw during our 2017-18 Focus 
on Children program, his educational      
career could have easily been derailed 
without your support.  

How You Gave the Gift of Sight to Kingston and                                      

Prior to his eye exam, Kingston’s teacher and mother knew he was struggling in the classroom but did not 
realize it was connected to poor vision. “After he received his glasses, Kingston’s learning improved     
drastically. He’s now learning his letters and numbers so he will be well prepared for Kindergarten next 
year,” said Ms. Muhammad, Kingston’s teacher. In addition to Kingston, 133 children received free glasses 
during the 2017-18 Focus on Children vision clinics thanks to the support of donors like you. 

Article continued on page 2 

Own Your Life  
Your Investment in Workforce Development    

Article continued on page 3 

Leads to Partnership with Local Business  

Since 2012, Brackish has been creating beautiful, handcrafted feather bow ties 
and accessories with a team of artisans and production assistants right here in 
Charleston, SC. As the company continues to grow, so does its need for a 
trained workforce. After learning about the comprehensive job training ABVI’s 
Own Your Life Employee Development clients receive, Brackish approached 
ABVI about hiring several recent program graduates.  

Brackish is in the process of interviewing Own Your Life graduates to help with 
all aspects of production, including sorting feathers, sewing, fulfillment and 
more. Thank you to Brackish for believing in our blind and visually impaired 
clients and giving them the opportunity to re-enter the workforce. ABVI is 
equipped to train Own Your Life clients for jobs in a variety of industries thanks 
to the continued support of our donors.  
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Our Focus  

Focus on Children continued from page 1  
Focus on Children is funded by the generosity of our          
individual and corporate donors as well as grantors. This 
year, ABVI introduced our Fund-A-School initiative, where 
an individual or a group can sponsor a specific Focus on    
Children vision clinic. The free clinic is then named after the 
funder and can be used as a service day. During the 2017-18 
school year, 16 schools were sponsored by 7 funders (see 
chart to the right). If you are interested in sponsoring a    
vision clinic, please contact Anne Reid at areid@abvisc.org.  

Our Focus on Children program provides free vision  
screenings for preschool-aged children in 22 Charleston 
County schools, 21 of which are Title I. Children receive 
free comprehensive eye exams, prescription glasses and 
referrals as needed.  

Thank you to the 2017-18                                
Focus on Children                            

Fund-A-School Sponsors  

 ABVI’s Advancement Committee  

 Charleston County  

 City of Charleston  

 J M Smith Foundation  

 Mark Elliott Motley Foundation  

 Motley Rice, LLC  

 Henry & Sylvia Yaschik                
Foundation  

Program Volunteer Opportunities  
Focus on Children Volunteers: We need  2-4         
volunteers for each of our 22 vision clinics. Individuals 
or groups welcome. The clinics begin August 2018. No 
previous medical experience required!   

Own Your Life Volunteers:  We are in need of 
monthly guest speakers for our Own Your Life classes. If 
you have a special area of knowledge, we’d love for you 
to share that with us! Past presentations have included    
resume help, tax information, online banking, cooking 
and more.  

Eye Care Providers: ABVI partners with eye care   
professionals for all 22 Focus on Children clinics and our 
monthly Focus on Adult clinics. Please let us know if you 
are willing to donate your time!  

For more information on these opportunities, please     
contact Brooks Harken at bharken@abvisc.org or visit   
abvisc.org/get-involved.  

Board Member, Doug Hazelton, volunteers      
during a Focus on Children clinic. 

Charleston Love Week volunteer, Paul Cason, helps 
with Own Your Life art class.  
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ABVI’s Director of Finance Receives CFO Award  

In addition to the new partnership with Brackish, we 
are excited to share the following Own Your Life        
program updates with you:  

 Client Updates: Our individual computer and      
assistive technology tutoring classes are            
consistently full. Clients have also shown a strong 
interest in our new braille classes. We love having 
our office full of clients ready to learn.  

 New Project: ABVI is partnering with the College 
of Charleston to conduct a review of the Personal 
Enrichment track of Own Your Life to identify ways 
to improve the program and quantify results. The 
College will hold a client focus group, interview 
employees, observe classes and more. Stay tuned!  

 Help Wanted: Do you have any interest in hiring a 
graduate of our Employee Development program?  
Similar to our Brackish partnership, ABVI can work 
with you to train an employee for your exact job 
requirements. Contact Brooks Harken at        
bharken@abvisc.org for additional information.  

Our Focus 
Own Your Life continued from page 2 

The Charleston CFO Council, Charleston’s premier organization for Senior Financial 
Executives, recently named Mark Carmichael as the “Small Business CFO of the 
Year.” The nominations are reviewed based on the impact the individual makes to 
the organization as well as his or her experience, quality of service and engagement 
within the community. The nominations were reviewed by a panel of Carmichael’s 
peers.  

“There are more than 200 accomplished professionals in our organization, so I was 
very surprised and humbled to receive this award,” said Carmichael. “While this is 
most definitely a personal honor, it is also testament to the commitment our       
executive director and board have made to ensuring a strong financial future for 
the Association.”  

Congratulations, Mark! We are so proud of you and are grateful for your service.  

Guide Dog Abby 

For the latest “Dear Guide Dog Abby”       
column, please visit the “In The News” page 
at abvisc.org. The most recent article       
discusses how a guide dog helps a handler 
cross the street safely.  

Do you have a question you would like Abby 
to answer? Please email Kimberly Taylor at 
ktaylor@abvisc.org. 

Mark Carmichael , CPA, MBA                   
Director of Finance, ABVI  
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One Carriage Lane, Building A, Charleston, SC 29407 

    843.723.6915  l   abvisc.org  
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Thank you to all of our friends and 

biggest and most successful event 

to date because of you! More than 

$136,966. Proceeds support the 

blind & visually impaired          

community in the Tri-County.  

SAVE THE DATE  

for Noir, a blind dining experience   

Thursday, January 24, 2019 

Thanks to your incredible support 

and commitment to ABVI, we are 

already beginning to confirm     

sponsors for the 2019 event.  

Contact Brooks Harken at        

bharken@abvisc.org today to       

ensure your business does not miss 

the opportunity to be a part of this 

 

Follow Us!  
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