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The Association for the Blind and 
Visually Impaired SC (ABVI) serves 
blind and visually impaired adults 
throughout the Tri-County. 
There are an estimated 7,500 
individuals living with a visual
impairment in our area. Despite
the breadth of services needed 
to help these individuals learn 
to live with their disability, ABVI 
is one of the only organizations 
in the Tri-County offering 
specialized services to blind and 
visually impaired adults. 
Over the years, ABVI has adapted 
to the needs of the community by 
expanding our mission to include 
free, preventative vision care to       
low-income children and adults. 
In 2019, we are excited to return 
to our roots by expanding our 
services for those who are blind
and visually impaired. 
New Name. ABVI is now the 
Association for the Blind and 
Visually Impaired South Carolina. 

We are excited to continue 
to serve blind and visually 
impaired individuals in Berkeley,
Charleston and Dorchester 
Counties, and we believe our
new name will better reflect 
the clients and communities
we serve.  
Second Location. ABVI has 
partnered with The Lighthouse 
for the Blind Inc., to provide a 
second location to deliver key 
services for our blind and visually 
impaired clients. Classes are 
currently being held on Tuesdays
in The Lighthouse’s Summerville 
facility. 
Expanded Services. ABVI is 
coordinating community-based 
services, including individualized 
in-home occupational therapy 
sessions and orientation and 
mobility training. 
All center-based services are 
free of charge and open to any 
adult in the Tri-County who has 

a visual impairment. The only 
requirement is to become a client 
of ABVI. 
To request a copy of the 
client application, please 
contact Ruthie Harman               
rharman@abvisc.org  
843.410.1058            

New Name. Second Location. Expanded Services. 
Thank you to everyone who 

attended Noir 2019! 

We were blown away by your support. 
More than  280 people attended this year’s 
event at Memminger Auditorium, raising a 

record-breaking $188,410.

Don’t miss out on being a part of next year’s event! 

Email Amy Asper at aasper@abvisc.org to learn 
more about sponsorship opportunities. 

One Carriage Lane, Building A 
Charleston, SC 29407

843.723.6915 l www.abvisc.org
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ABVI’s vision is for all        
blind and visually impaired 
individuals to have the 
opportunity to live, learn  
and earn. 
In July 2018, ABVI embarked 
on a major gift endeavor 
to recognize and celebrate 
friends of ABVI who give 
$5,000 or more annually to 
support our vision. ABVI’s 
new major gift initiative, 
Visionary, is part of a larger 
organizational priority to 
draw greater numbers of our 
stakeholders closer to our 
mission and goals for the 
future. 
Since March 2019, we are 
thrilled to say that 18 donors                                                          
have joined Visionary

have joined Visionary 
raising over $100,000.                                                                                                                               
The charter members of 
Visionary have made it 
possible for ABVI to expand 
in 2019. This growth has 
included the addition of 
Activities of Daily Living 
classes in Summerville as 
well as in-home occupational 
therapy services (see page 1). 
ABVI hopes to inspire more 
individuals to join Visionary 
this year so we can continue 
our expansion and ensure 
all ABVI clients have equal 
access to our services. 
To learn more, contact Anne 
Reid, Chief Development 
Officer, at areid@abvisc.org
or 843.212.3040.

Visionary: Paving the way for ABVI’s Future 

Visionary donors have made it possible 
to expand our reach in 2019. 

When did you lose your 
vision? In 2006, I lost my vision 
one day while I was at work. 
Even though I didn’t have a 
history of vision issues, by 
the end of the day I was in the 
hospital with unexplained, 
sudden vision loss. 

What happened after you lost 
your vision? Over the next 
10 years, I had 3 cataract and 
3 glaucoma surgeries before 
finding out that my vision loss 
was permanent. During this 
time, I was diagnosed with 
acute angle-closure glaucoma. 
I had to leave my job in law 
enforcement, and I began 

working at Best Buy so I could 
continue supporting myself. 

Describe the symptoms of 
acute angle-closure glaucoma.
It causes extreme pressure in 
my eyes, daily pain and regular 
migraines. I have no vision in 
my left eye and 30% in my right. 

How did your vision loss make 
you feel? Originally I thought 
my  vision loss was temporary, 
so I felt optimistic. However, in 
2016 that changed. I had to file 
for disability because I could 
no longer successfully do my 
job at Best Buy. I finally had to 
accept that my vision loss was 
permanent. That’s when I lost hope.  

How has ABVI helped? Group 
therapy at ABVI has been 
life changing. When I came to 
ABVI, I could not imagine a new 
beginning that included thriving 
with vision loss. I could only 
see the end of the life I’d always 
known. ABVI changed all of 
that. I found people who were 
living fulfilled lives, despite 
their vision loss. I found people 
who were willing to support me, 
and I began to come out of my 
depression. 

What’s next? Employment, 
I hope! I just enrolled in 
vocational rehabilitation classes 
at ABVI. 

Antowan participates in independent living skills and vocational 
rehabilitation classes at ABVI. Before losing his vision, Antowan 
was a member of the National Guard and worked in law 
enforcement. He is a proud dad of Aidan (13) and Aric (19). He 
loves photography, kick boxing, spending time with his kids and 
learning braille. Antowan is pictured to the right with Aidan (left) 
and Aric (right). 

Client Spotlight: Antowan 
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Fonzi’s Fun Facts 

Susan, right, is pictured above with an ABVI client
during the annual holiday celebration.

ABVI loves volunteers, and we are always in 
need of more! We have immediate volunteer 
needs with Client Connections, which brings 
clients together at ABVI’s Charleston location 
for a weekly social activity, typically on 
Wednesday mornings.  
Susan Lucas is now serving as ABVI’s 
Volunteer Manager. Though she isn’t new 
to ABVI, we are excited for Susan to begin 
connecting with ABVI volunteers and 
supporters.
“My favorite part of working at ABVI is the 
clients,” said Susan Lucas. “I’m thrilled to 
have the opportunity to help our volunteers 
get to know the individuals we serve.” 

Volunteers Needed in our Charleston Location

~Guide Dog Fonzi

Susan can be reached at slucas@abvisc.org
or 843.410.1061.

The most popular breeds 
for a guide dog are Golden 
Retrievers, German
Shepherds and Labrador 
Retrievers, just like me! 

Before I met Kimberly, I trained 
at the Guide Dog Foundation 
for the Blind in Smithtown, 
NY. When Kimberly came to 
take me home, we spent 2 
weeks working and training 
together before going home to 
Charleston.

I knew 50 commands when 
I met Kimberly, and she has 
taught me many more. My 
favorite is “find the bananas” 
in the grocery store.

If I am in a harness, I am working 
so please don’t distract me.

When my harness comes off, 
it’s play time! This is when you 
can pet me and play with me. 

Guide dogs get plenty of time 
off harness, especially when we 
are at home. I like to go outside 
and play with my sister Abby 
and take long walks when I’m 
not working.

Dogs are color blind! 
Therefore, we cannot read 
traffic signals. Instead, 
Kimberly is trained to listen 
to traffic patterns, and I 
am trained to disobey her 
command to cross the street if 
the conditions are unsafe.

Just like humans, a guide dog 
retires! The exact age varies, but 
it’s usually around 8-10 years old.

If you or someone you know 
in the Tri-County has a guide 
dog, ABVI offers scholarships to 
help with veterinary, food and 
grooming costs. 

To learn more, contact
Ruthie Harman at                    
rharman@abvisc.org or 
843.410.1058.

Hi! My name is Guide Dog Fonzi. My handler Kimberly and I are at the ABVI Charleston office 
every Tuesday – Thursday so she can teach Activities of Daily Living, Assistive Technology and 
Soft Skills classes. Most of the time, I nap on my comfy bed while she works. When Kimberly 
and I meet new people, they often have a lot of questions about me. I hope you’ll enjoy these 
fun facts about the life of a guide dog.
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