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This year has been nothing short of extraordinary for the Association for the Blind &
Visually Impaired SC (ABVI). Together, we celebrated a record-breaking number of
services provided for individuals living with blindness or low vision in South Carolina.
ABVI is a beacon of hope, empowerment, and possibility for those we serve.

Our mission, to empower individuals of all ages who are blind or low vision to live
fulfilling, purpose-driven lives, is only possible because of you—our dedicated donors,
grantors, community partners, Board members, and staff. You make our work not just
possible, but powerful.

Many individuals in our state would be living without critical, life-changing vision
rehabilitation service without your generosity. Your investment in ABVI ensures South 
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Carolinians can access the services, training, and support
they need to thrive. We are deeply grateful. Thank you for
believing in our mission and helping us change lives every
day.

With gratitude,
Courtney P. Plotner
 President & CEO

Dr. Kristen Tinkler
 Board Chair
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ACHIEVING INDEPENDENCE AT HOME
    Diagnosed with glaucoma and diabetic retinopathy, Irving* experienced gradual loss of vision that

made everyday tasks increasingly difficult. Cooking a nutritious meal, organizing his kitchen, and

maintaining a clean home became overwhelming challenges. 

    Determined to reclaim his independence and maintain a healthy lifestyle, Irving reached out to

ABVI for vision rehabilitation services. Through ABVI, Irving learned adaptive techniques for daily

tasks like using a talking food scale and tactile markers on appliances to prepare healthy meals. ABVI

shared simple strategies for organizing the kitchen and spices, allowing Irving to cook confidently

without relying on labels. For a clean and safe environment, he learned to systematically use patterns

to vacuum floors and wipe down counters.

    Today, Irving continues to live independently, empowered by the skills he gained through ABVI’s
services. His story is a testament to the transformative power of vision rehabilitation. With the right
tools and support, independence does not disappear with a diagnosis; it just looks a little different.

*Names changed to protect identity, except where permission was granted.



ABVI offers services to individuals of all ages who are blind or low vision through
assistive technology training, orientation and mobility lessons, braille instruction,
guidance on activities of daily living, and more! Our instructors consider the
unique needs of each client from adults and teens to school-age children and
toddlers. These services are made possible by friends like you!

VISION

VALUES
Accessibility  |  Accountability  |  Collaboration

Innovation  |  People-Centric Leadership

MISSION

LOCATIONS STATEWIDE

SERVICES

LOWCOUNTRY:
1 Carriage Lane, Building A
Charleston, SC 29407

MIDLANDS:
1180 Columbia Avenue, Suite 102
Irmo, SC 29063

UPSTATE:
701 Easley Bridge Road,  Suite 6070
Building 6000
Greenville, SC 29611

Our mission is to empower individuals who are blind or low vision to live
fulfilling, purpose-driven lives.

Our vision is for all individuals who experience blindness or low vision to
have the opportunity to live, learn, and earn.
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2025 IMPACT

Hours of Skills Training
Provided to Adult Clients 

3,226

Client 
Group 
Events

222

# of Students
Served Across

FY25 Total Dollars Raised 

654

Adult Clients 
Directly Served 

New Donors
182

Over 
1.4 Million

(Adults and Children’s Services)

Since becoming a statewide organization
in 2023, the number of clients served 

has substantially increased by

(Includes $350,000 in state funding)

NC 
Counties

5

SC 
Counties

40

(40 of 46 counties)

32       School Entities,
Early Intervention, 

& Transition
Services



Help us continue making an impact in the lives 
of those experiencing blindness or low vision. 

Visit www.abvisc.org to donate today!

IMPACT BY COUNTY IN SC

    After learning that her four-month-old son had significant vision loss, Emily* knew she
needed a plan to navigate a new chapter in life. Amid caring for a newborn and juggling
multiple doctor visits, she was determined to provide her son with every opportunity to
thrive. She contacted ABVI to learn more about early intervention through their Dots ‘N’
Tots program.
    With compassion and expertise, an ABVI Early Interventionist met with Emily and her
son to provide personalized family training tailored to her son’s unique needs. ABVI
continued to support Emily by guiding her through the state’s BabyNet enrollment process,
ensuring she had access to the full range of services. 
    Thanks to the generosity of donors, Emily is not walking this journey alone. She has the
tools, knowledge, and encouragement to become her son’s strongest advocate, fostering
his independence from the very beginning. With ABVI, hope starts early.

*Names changed to protect identity, except where permission was granted.

HOPE STARTS EARLY

Clients Per County

http://www.abvisc.org/


JOINT FINANCIALS
ABVI & ABVI FOUNDATION

To view IRS Form 990's for ABVI and ABVI Foundation, visit our website @ www.abvisc.org.

EXPENSE ALLOCATIONS

http://www.abvisc.org/


Learn more about the ABVI Foundation and ways to give
by visiting www.abvisc.org.

    The Foundation manages all annual

fund, major giving, and event

contributions, and also houses our

endowment and other investments. Rest

assured, all funds raised through ABVI

Foundation continue to be used exactly as

they always have been — to support the

programs and annual operations that

empower individuals who are blind or low

vision to live fulfilling, purpose-driven

lives.

    To better manage our growing impact, we

have established the ABVI Foundation, a

new nonprofit organization created to

oversee our fundraising efforts. 

   ABVI Foundation, which received its

501(c)(3) status in 2025, exists solely to

support the mission of the Association for

the Blind and Visually Impaired South

Carolina. 

Donna and Kevin Myers,
Dorothy Wenberg Donor of the Year 2025

From left, Kevin Myers, Bryson Young, Donna Myers,
Courtney Plotner, and Kristen Tinkler



The Lifetime Visionary Circle honors donors for their cumulative, lifetime commitment to ABVI. These donors are
critical to the success and growth of our organization, and once inducted, they remain a member of the Lifetime
Visionary Circle throughout their lifetime. ABVI is pleased to recognize the following members of the 2025 Lifetime
Visionary Circle:

Col. Bernhard Karl Jantzen Society ($500,000 - $749,999)
Col. B. Karl Jantzen

Harriott Ravenel Buist Smythe Society ($100,000 - $249,999)

Margie McCaffrey Cogswell Society ($50,000 - $99,999)

                   

Mildred Kirkland Society ($25,000 - $49,999)

 Mrs. Fred G. Sahlmann Society ($10,000 - $24,999)

 

Heritage Society

Service Society

Dorothy Wenberg Donor of the Year 2025 
Donna and Kevin Myers 

Virgil Alfaro
Rebekah and Hampton Avant
Ali and Chris Barkley
Neyse and Miles Barkley
Barbara and John Boatwright
Else and James Bruce
Blanche and Frank Brumley
Anne and Lon Burris
Gary Christmas
Ann and Phil Cotton
Rachel and Brad Dailey
Marley and Frank Drayton

Diana and Gabe Garrett
Martha and Tommy Harken

Lane Legare Harper
Harriett Daughtridge Harris

Elizabeth and Fleetwood Hassell
Vera and Bob Helmly

Elizabeth and Jamie Hill
Ann and John Kulze
Tricia Leyte-Vidal

Courtenay McDowell and Richard Gregory
Elizabeth and Bryan McKown

Bunny and Duffield Meyercord
Mary and Hagood Morrison

Honey and Ben Pantuck
Kalyn and Thomas Smythe

Therese and George Smythe
Cindi and Kerry Solomon

Elizabeth and Chuck Sullivan
Barbara and Chuck Widger
Jennifer and Jay Williams

Sean Wilson
Libby and John Winthrop

Michael Zervos

Lifetime Visionary Circle

Lynda and Jules Anderson 
Lynell and Bob Baldwin 
Lauren and Sam Clawson 
Carol and Robert Clement
Joni Hazelton

Emmie and Clay Hershey
Lindsay and Thomas Hutto

Donna and Kevin Myers
Raye Ann and Granger Osborne

Pinky and Petey Peters

Courtney and Jeff Plotner
Anne and Whit Smith

Susu and Henry Smythe
Silvia and Joe Waring

Harriet and George Williams

Dorothy Wenberg Endowment
Helen Geraldine Parker Living Trust
Katie Lee Beard Endowment

Estate of Montye M. DuBose
Estate of Arlene Oliver
Estate of Mary C. Everts

Gilbreth Endowment for the
Association for the Blind of CCF

Edith C. Corry Trust

Taylor Concilio 
Danny Coyle
Richard Cutler

Doug Hazelton 
Jacqueline Lawrence 

Mary Morrison

Cornelia Pelzer
  Anne and Whit Smith

Mike Zolman

Fran and Barre Butler 
Bonnie and Ted Gilbreth
Capers and Frank Grimball 

Lisa and Paul Keating
Sherrie and Bob Mason

Debbie and Marshall McClure

Laura and Rod Moseley
Emily and Mark Peper

Rebecca and Danny Herres



THANK YOU 
TO THE FOLLOWING GRANTORS

The Ladies’ Benevolent Society



PLATINUM SPONSORS

PREMIER SPONSORS

Anne and Lon Burris  |  The Bank of South Carolina  |  Eye Center of Charleston   
Lisa and Paul Keating  |  Southern First Bank  |  Therblig Foundation

GOLD SPONSORS

Presented By

Facebook
ABVISC

Instagram
abvisouthcarolina

CONTACT US

843.723.6915

www.abvisc.org

info@abvisc.org

1 Carriage Lane, Bldg A

Charleston, SC 29407

Large print and braille versions of the annual report are available upon request.

SAVE THE DATE

7MARCH 6 PM

Visit event.gives/noir26 for updated sponsor list 
and to learn about sponsorship and ticket options.

http://www.abvisc.org/
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